SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD
PARISH BULLETIN | AUGUST 6, 2017 | FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

““THIS IS MY BELOVED SON,
WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED;
LISTEN TO HIM.”
MATTHEW 17:5
IN THIS ISSUE: ST. TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS | MEDITATION AND THE ROSARY

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and
His knight will not serve Him in any other way.”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Office Hours

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are
glad that you are here. If you have any questions
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please
contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing
of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest
at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can
be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Masses:
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m. (Español)
Sunday Morning Masses:
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Office Contact Information
Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606
Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978
General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org
Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Staff Emails
Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
fr.wade@stferdinandblanco.org

All weekday Masses have been suspended at
this time. Communion services will be held
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank
you for your understanding.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel 				
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. (Blanco)

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Websites:

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

For a complete list of ministries, contacts,
and other resources, please visit our websites:

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour					
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Family Connection: The Transfiguration of the Lord
Every family has special moments that they remember and share. In sharing these stories, the meaning
and importance of the events develops and deepens over
time. This is how it was with the disciples’ remembrance
of Jesus’ Transfiguration. The full significance of what
they had seen and experienced could only be understood
after Jesus’ Death and Resurrection. As Peter, James, and
John reflected on the event and told other believers about
the Transfiguration, their own faith deepened. Because
Matthew, Mark, and Luke recorded the account of the
Transfiguration in their writings, we too can deepen our
faith in Jesus, the Son of God and our Savior.
Gather as a family and think about some special

memories that your family recalls over and over again.
Talk about why these moments are important to you. Remember that in the Bible we find many important stories about Jesus. They have been recorded so that we too
can learn about him and his teachings, so that we too can
come to know and love Jesus, God’s beloved Son. Read
today’s Gospel, Matthew 17:1–9. Discuss as a family how
Jesus fulfills the promises that God made to Israel and
how God glorified Jesus after the Resurrection. Talk
about your family and the promises you have made to one
another. Conclude by praying together the Lord’s Prayer
so that as a family you continue to grow in faithfulness to
one another and to your heavenly Father.

The Rosary as a Tool for Meditation
The rosary is a powerful spiritual tool for meditation. While meditation grows in popularity as a means to
better mental, physical, and spiritual health, many people, including many Catholics, overlook the rosary as a
meditative tool. It is sometimes seen as too simple and
therefore as superficial. The rosary is simple, but the gentle repetition of its prayers makes it an excellent means
to moving into deeper meditation. It gives us an opportunity to open ourselves to God’s word, to refine our interior gaze by turning our minds to the life of Christ.
By focusing on the lives of Christ and Mary
through meditation on the mysteries, we learn about
ourselves in relation to God. Mary herself is an excellent
model for the daily practice of meditation. She received

by

Elizabeth M. Kelly

the word of God through Gabriel. She pondered God’s
word in her heart. She took in the events around her,
capturing them internally and carrying them within her
like a treasure. This is the essence of meditation—receiving God’s word and making it our treasure.

Saint of the Week: Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
A brilliant philosopher who
stopped believing in God when she was
14, Edith Stein was so captivated by reading the autobiography of Teresa of Avila
that she began a spiritual journey that led
to her baptism in 1922. Twelve years later she imitated St. Teresa by becoming a
Carmelite, taking the name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross.
Born into a prominent Jewish family in Breslau, Germany–now Wroclaw,
Poland–Edith abandoned Judaism in her
teens. As a student at the University of
Göttingen, she became fascinated by phenomenology, an approach to philosophy.
After living for four years in the Cologne
Carmel, Sr. Teresa Benedicta moved to

the Carmelite monastery in Echt, Netherlands, in 1938. The Nazis occupied that
country in 1940. In retaliation for being
denounced by the Dutch bishops, the Nazis arrested all Dutch Jews who had become Christians. Teresa Benedicta and
her sister Rosa, also a Catholic, died in a
gas chamber in Auschwitz on August 9,
1942.
Pope John Paul II beatified Teresa Benedicta of the Cross in 1987, and
canonized her 12 years later. Her feast
day is celebrated on August 9. She is the
patroness of Europe, those who have lost
their parents, martyrs, and is one of many
patrons of the Church’s World Youth Day
celebrations.

Parish Ministries & Information
Masses & Intentions

Collections Statement

Week of August 5 - August 13, 2017

Week of July 30, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!

All weekday Masses have been suspended at
this time. Communion services will be held
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank
you for your understanding.
Saturday, August 5th (StF)

5:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection

$3,519.75

Good Shepherd:
Regular Collection

$1,122.40

Health of Fr. Wade offered by Rhonda Klepac-Uecker

Saturday, August 5th (StF)

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 6th (GS)

9:00 a.m.

Sunday, August 6th (StF)

11:00 a.m.

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce
Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.
- Proverbs 3:10

Repose of the Soul of Nellie Villafranco by the
Esquivel Family
For all Confirmation Candidates, their Families and sponsors

Repose of the Soul of Andy Gutmier offered by John &
Peggy Duran

Wednesday, August 9th (StF)

6:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 10th (GS)

6:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 12th (StF)

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 12th (StF)

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 13th (GS)

9:00 a.m.

Communion Service

Communion Service

Repose of the Soul of Carolyn Gieringer offered by Rhonda
Klepac-Uecker
Repose of the Souls of Jesus & Simona Esquivel by the
Esquivel Family

Prayer List
Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental
and physical needs.
Cynthia Ford, Patty Marx, Richard & Cayce
Syburg, Ashley Fischler, Ralph Moss, George
Richey, Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw,
Naomi Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam
Woods, Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma,
Lucille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben
Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, Polo
Zamora, Claire Cantini, and Liz Marchand
If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer intentions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstances warrant further publication.

Repose of the Soul of Kenneth Thompson offered by Victor
& Marge Tellez

Vocations Chalice

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Good Shepherd is happy to continue its tradition of
a prayer chalice for vocations. It is given to the receiving family after Mass in a private ceremony with
Fr. Wade. If your family feels called to pray with the
Chalice, please contact Warren Davis before or after
Mass or by contacting him directly at 713-569-9491.

Please see Fr. Wade or other celebrant before or after
mass for any birthday, anniversary, or special blessings for you or your family. Fr. Wade is always happy
to extend a blessing on your special occasion.

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish Ministries & Information, Cont’d
Parish Organizations &
Meeting Times
St. Anne’s Altar Society
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in
the parish hall following 8:00 mass. Light brunch
served before the meeting starts.
Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month after 9:00 a.m. mass.
Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in
the St. Ferdinand parish hall
Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the
St. Ferdinand parish hall (No meetings June - August).
St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. Call 830-8334939 for more information.
Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.
St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the
St. Ferdinand Chapel
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the
St. Ferdinand RE Building.
Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm (Good Shepherd
RE Building)

Upcoming Volunteer
Opportunities
PULSE Teen Leadership Group
PULSE MEETING: Confirmation Retreat Planning will continue this Tuesday, 8/8 from 4 - 5:30
p.m. at Good Shepherd. All Confirmed teens ages
14-18 are invited to serve.

RE Teachers and Aides Needed
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are both in
need of catechists and aides for the 2017-2018 RE
year. For more information on how you can serve,
please contact the appropriate site leader below:
St. Ferdinand:
Susan Moore, Director of RE
susan@stferdinandblanco.org
Good Shepherd:
Margie Vasquez, RE Coordinator
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Confirmation Banner Materials
The 2017 Confirmation Retreat will take place August
11-13. The Confirmation Retreat Team is currently in
need of materials to make the Confirmation Retreat
Banner on the retreat weekend. The banner will hang
in the Church during the Confirmation Mass on September 24. If you would like to donate banner materials, please email james@stferdinandblanco.org or
text (979) 492-4644

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

Faith Formation & Religious Education
Religious Education
St. Ferdinand

RE registration for the 2017 - 2018 RE year will begin soon. Please contact Susan in the RE office if
you’re interested in volunteering or if you have any
additional questions about Religious Education at
St. Ferdinand.
RE Office Hours: Summer: By Appointment
RE Office: 830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org
If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the
world will teach them not to.
Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cristo,
el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.

Religious Education
Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org
Faith Formation Schedule
Pre-K - 8th Grade
Wednesday Evening 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Youth Ministry
RICH Youth Ministry

High School Religious Education

Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
CHOSEN

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

Wednesday Evening 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org to register or for any questions concerning High School age
Religious Education classes and activities.
YOUTH CHOIR
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are in need of
youth and young adults to help lead worship at one
Mass per month. No prior liturgical music experience
is necessary.
Youth Choir rehearsals have been moved to
10 a.m. before Mass on the third Sunday of
each month. Song selections are available at
stferdinandblanco.org/youthchoir

“The parish community must
continue to be the prime mover and
pre-eminent place for catechesis.”
-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

CHOSEN

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

Sunday Morning 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible Study
Currently we are meeting at 1:00on Thursdays for a
video and discussion. No homework for the summer.
All are welcome. Beginning in September we will begin a new study. “The Spirituality of the Gospels”
Are you seeking a deeper understanding of the spiritual vision of the Scriptures? We will explore four
early witnesses to the person and vision of Jesus,
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Scripture communicates God’s word through human word. (Patrick J.
Hartin) Books will be ordered and there will be homework and discussion to follow the video series. Come
and join us. Contact Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301.

CONFIRMATION Summer 2017
8/11-13 - Confirmation Retreat - Mandatory!
(See next page)
9/17 - Rehearsal & Review - Mandatory! All paperwork and service hours due. GS, 12:30 p.m.
9/24 - Confirmation Mass - 3 p.m., St. Ferdinand,
Blanco
Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org for any
questions regarding Confirmation prep.

Special Events and Announcements
Confirmation Retreat Information

be filled out for EACH CANDIDATE attending the
Confirmation retreat. Forms are due by Aug. 11 at
the time of drop-off.

The 2017 Confirmation Retreat will take place August 11-13. The retreat is 100% FREE to our candidates and retreat staff, and is being finely tailored Pray for our Candidates!
to meet the needs of this year’s Confirmation class! Please pray for our Confirmation candidates and
This retreat is a MANDATORY part of the Confir- families as they prepare to receive the sacrament.
mation program. If you have a conflict, please conCome, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
tact James by phone at (979) 492-4644.
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
Parent information
And you will renew the face of the earth.
Information for parents including drop-off
Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit
and pick-up times can be obtained by visiting
you
have taught the hearts of your faithful.
www.stferdinandblanco.org/confirmation
In the same Spirit chelp us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.
Parental Consent Form
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
A parental consent (registration) form can be obAmen.
tained by visiting www.stferdinandblanco.
org/confirmation. A parental consent form must
Catechists, Teachers, & Volunteers Needed
Good Shepherd is needing volunteers to help in the Religious Education Program. There will be a Teacher
Meeting on Aug. 18th at 6:30 pm (Friday). This will be for new and returning teachers. We will be discussing
and planning for the 2017 – 2018 school year.
Please email margie@stferdinandblanco.org for more information.
Middle School Summer Youth Ministry
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Beginning June 14
Come join us at Good Shepherd
for Fun, Praise and Worship, and Games!
Open to incoming 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders.
All area middle school students welcome!
For more information contact Margie Vasquez:
margie@stferdinandbblanco.org
BINGO at GOOD SHEPHERD!
How about some summer family fun on Thursday evenings in the Good Shepherd parish hall after the 6:00
PM Mass? We will be playing BINGO each Thursday evening. Bring your own drinks, a snack to share and let’s go
back to the good ole days! One exception: This is just for fun! We can see who has the ole mojo and who wants to
relive the fun of “Parish Bingo Nights”. Bring the whole family for some great family fun! Questions? Contact Karen
Gebhardt 210-414-7301

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

Special Events and Announcements, Cont’d
Faith Formation Committee Meeting
The next St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd Faith Formation Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, 8/24 at 6:30
p.m. in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. All faith formation volunteers and catechists are encouraged to submit discussion items to james@stferdinandblanco.org for this month’s meeting. Current topics will include curriculum, middle
school programming, and special events.

Friday, August 18
w/ Leader TBD
Adoration: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Afterparty: 8:45 - 11:30 p.m.

Prayer & Faith Resources
2nd Annual Diocesan Women’s Conference
The Office of Evangelization, Catechesis & Family Life is pleased to announce that registration
for the 2017 second annual Diocesan Women’s Conference “Healing the Body of Christ” to be
held on Sept. 23 at Santa Cruz Parish in Buda is now open. The day includes Mass with Bishop Daniel Garcia, surprise guest testimonials, confession, Eucharistic adoration, intercessory
prayer teams, great women’s fellowship and Catholic books and gifts for purchase. To register,
visit: http://www.austindiocese.org/womens-conference
Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey
Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to ill-

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

ness, poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to
pray for Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention
and your own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the
prayer found below. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you
for your prayers.
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey

Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007 © F.S.G. 3/07

O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want me
to be, and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts You gave
to Father Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of Venerable Solanus so that others may imitate and carry on his love for all the poor and suffering
of our world.
As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your Will,
to hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+Blessed be God in all His designs.
For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality,
and his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

Prayer & Faith Resources, Cont’d.
Pray with Pope Francis

Please consider Pope Francis’ prayer intention for the month of August:

That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of creation,
we pray…
Que los artistas de nuestro tiempo, a través de su ingenio, puedan ayudar a todos a descubrir la belleza
de la creación, oramos...
Pray with Bishop Vasquez

Please consider Bishop Vásquez’ prayer request for the 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 23):

For the Church, that on this feast of the Transfiguration, we may allow the glory of Christ to transform us
to experience the world as God has created it, and to be examples of Christ to all we meet…
Por la Iglesia, para que en la festividad de la Transfiguración, permitamos que la gloria de Cristo nos
transforme para experimentar la palabra tal como Dios la ha creado, y nos permita ser ejemplos de Cristo a
todos los que encontramos...

Gospel Meditation: The Transfiguration of the Lord
Today, on the Feast of the Transfiguration
we are reminded of Christ’s glory. Each Sunday
and every Mass we not only see and experience
the Risen Lord in the Eucharist, presider, Scriptures and assembly, we are also invited to be sustained and transformed by him in the celebration
and reception of the Eucharist. What aspect of
your journey is strengthened and transformed
by Christ?

Hoy, en la Fiesta de la Transfiguración se nos
recuerda la gloria de Cristo. Cada domingo y en cada
Misa no sólo vemos y experimentamos al Señor
Resucitado en la Eucaristía, a quien preside, las Escrituras y a la asamblea, también estamos invitados
a ser sostenidos y transformados por Él en la celebración y recepción de la Eucaristía ¿Qué aspecto de
su viaje se fortalece y es transformado por Cristo?

Mass Preparation: August 13 ,2017, The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9a,11-13a
The Lord appears to Elijah in a whisper.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 85:9-14
The Lord is the source of salvation.
Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5
Paul speaks of the blessings that have come to the Israelites.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus walks on water, and the disciples acknowledge him as the
Son of God.

Prayer & Faith Resources, Cont’d.
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center
The Healing Journey Retreat will be held at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton on Aug.
3 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. This is a chance to come to a deeper understanding of forgiveness and to experience
God’s healing power. Beverly Collin, assistant director at Cedarbrake, along with The Mercy of God Prayer Team
will present this retreat. Retreatants will learn that forgiveness is also about letting go of pain in order to heal.
The cost is $40 and includes lunch. To register or for more information, call (254) 780-2436.
Annulment: Pathway to Healing will be held on Saturday, August 26, 2017 from from 8:30 am
to 4:00 pm at the Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center In Belton, TX. The purpose of this seminar is to help
participants begin a journey in awareness of the healing process of nullity (annulment) through a straightto-the-heart response to persons considering or already seeking a declaration of nullity. The seminar is a
time for reflecting on the demise of one’s marriage by taking a journey from pain and loneliness to acceptance and healing. For more information, contact Deborah Patin at (512) 949-2478. To register, visit www.
austindiocese.org/tribunal2017

Please support
our wonderful
sponsors! Their
generosity
makes this
bulletin
possible!

advertise
with us.
(830) 833-5227
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX
78620
(512) 858-5400
Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!
wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

Coffee House & Bakery

In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri
Sat
Sun

7am - 5pm
8am - 5pm
8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

Johnson City

405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.
(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade
(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall
for Private Events
318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &
prayer as we work in support of our church family!

Blanco

111 Blanco Rd.
(830) 833-4251

