SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD
PARISH BULLETIN | AUGUST 13, 2017 | THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“TAKE COURAGE, IT IS I;
DO NOT BE AFRAID.”
MATTHEW 14:27

IN THIS ISSUE: THE BOOK OF THE GOSPELS | THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and
His knight will not serve Him in any other way.”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Office Hours

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are
glad that you are here. If you have any questions
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please
contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing
of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest
at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can
be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Masses:
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m. (Español)
Sunday Morning Masses:
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Office Contact Information
Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606
Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978
General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org
Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Staff Emails
Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
fr.wade@stferdinandblanco.org

All weekday Masses have been suspended at
this time. Communion services will be held
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank
you for your understanding.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel 				
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. (Blanco)

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Websites:

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

For a complete list of ministries, contacts,
and other resources, please visit our websites:

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour					
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Family Connection: The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel, at last, Jesus finds some time
for quiet and prayer. He sends his disciples ahead of him
by boat, dismisses the crowds, and then withdraws to the
mountain to pray.
The disciples do not fare well. They struggle to
weather the wind and waves, making little progress in
their journey. We are reminded of a previous story in
Chapter 8 of Matthew’s Gospel, when Jesus calms the
seas. This time, however, Jesus does not calm the seas,
and the disciples do not express fear until they see Jesus
walking toward them on the water. In this story it is not
the storm that is feared but the sight of Jesus before them,
whom they mistake for a ghost.
Jesus calls to the disciples and calms their fears.
He is not a ghost. The impulsive Peter seeks proof that the

person is indeed Jesus. He asks Jesus to call him out onto
the water, and Jesus grants this request. Peter’s fear and
doubt overtake him, however, once he is walking on the
water. Jesus reaches out to Peter and saves him. When
Jesus and Peter enter the boat, Matthew reports that the
wind ceases, and the disciples confess that Jesus is the
Son of God.
Faith in Jesus will enable the disciples to do the
work that Jesus has done. Peter walks on water. The five
loaves and two fish feed a multitude of people. The disciples can and will participate in the work of the kingdom of
heaven. When Peter fears and doubts the person of Jesus,
however, he falters. Peter’s example teaches us that true
Christian ministry emerges from the faith that Jesus is
the Messiah, God’s only Son.

Update on Mass Time Changes & RE Schedule
Hello St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd Families,
As you are probably aware, Fr. Wade has implemented changes in Mass times for St. Ferdinand
and Good Shepherd that were scheduled to begin on
August 19-20. These changes would also affect our
RE class times scheduled to begin in September.
Considering Fr. Wade’s most recent hospitalization, the unknown timetable for his return, and
the great amount of change to logistics for visiting
priests that the mass time changes would incur,
we have decided to postpone any changes until Fr.
Wade can return, or we receive further direction
from the Diocese.

The changes will still most likely happen
sometime early in this fall semester. I encourage you
to stay tuned to the bulletin and email communications for further updates on Mass times.
On behalf of Deacon Jessie, Carla, Cathy, Susan, Margie, Ceci, and myself, I want to thank you for
your support, concern, and love during a very trying
summer. Please continue to pray for Fr. Wade’s recovery and we will update you all as often as possible.
Blessings,
James Longoria
Parish Business Administrator

Saint of the Week: The Story of the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary
On November 1, 1950, Pope
Pius XII defined the Assumption of
Mary to be a dogma of faith: “We
pronounce, declare and define it to
be a divinely revealed dogma that
the immaculate Mother of God, the
ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was
assumed body and soul to heavenly
glory.” The pope proclaimed this dogma only after a broad consultation of
bishops, theologians and laity. There
were few dissenting voices. What
the pope solemnly declared was already a common belief in the Catholic
Church.
Scripture does not give an

account of Mary’s Assumption into
heaven. Nevertheless, Revelation 12
speaks of a woman who is caught up
in the battle between good and evil.
Many see this woman as God’s people.
Since Mary best embodies the people
of both Old and New Testaments, her
Assumption can be seen as an exemplification of the woman’s victory.
Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries of Jesus’
life, it is not surprising that the Holy
Spirit has led the Church to believe in
Mary’s share in his glorification. So
close was she to Jesus on earth, she
must be with him body and soul in
heaven.

Parish Ministries & Information
Masses & Intentions

Collections Statement

Week of August 12 - August 19, 2017

Week of August 6, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!

All weekday Masses have been suspended at
this time. Communion services will be held
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank
you for your understanding.

Saturday, August 12th (StF)

5:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection
Building Fund

$5,883.00
$1,177.33

Good Shepherd:
Regular Collection
Black Bag

$1,061.00
$163.67

Repose of the Soul of Carolyn Gieringer offered by Rhonda
Klepac-Uecker

Saturday, August 12th (StF)

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 13th (GS)

9:00 a.m.

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce
Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.
- Proverbs 3:10

Repose of the Soul of Jesus & Simona Esquivel offered by
the Esquivel Family

Repose of the Soul of Kenneth Thompson offered by Victor
& Marge Tellez

Sunday, August 13th (StF)

11:00 a.m.

Tuesday, August 15th (StF)

12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 15th (GS)

6:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Mike Brown offered by John &
Peggy Duran
Feast of the Assumption, Holy Day of Obligation
Feast of the Assumption, Holy Day of Obligation

There will be no Communion Services
this week.
Saturday, August 19th (StF)

5:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Carolyn Gieringer offered by Rhonda
Klepac-Uecker

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Please see Fr. Wade or other celebrant before or after
mass for any birthday, anniversary, or special blessings for you or your family. Fr. Wade is always happy
to extend a blessing on your special occasion.

Prayer List
Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental
and physical needs.
Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey,
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods,
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma, Lucille
Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, Polo
Zamora, Claire Cantini, Liz Marchand, and
Roselle Wagner Fischler
If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer intentions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstances warrant further publication.

Vocations Chalice
Good Shepherd is happy to continue its tradition of
a prayer chalice for vocations. It is given to the receiving family after Mass in a private ceremony with
Fr. Wade. If your family feels called to pray with the
Chalice, please contact Warren Davis before or after
Mass or by contacting him directly at 713-569-9491.

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish Ministries & Information, Cont’d
Parish Organizations &
Meeting Times
St. Anne’s Altar Society
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in
the parish hall following 8:00 mass. Light brunch
served before the meeting starts.
Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month after 9:00 a.m. mass.
Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in
the St. Ferdinand parish hall
Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the
St. Ferdinand parish hall (No meetings June - August).
St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. Call 830-8334939 for more information.
Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Upcoming Volunteer
Opportunities
RE Teachers and Aides Needed
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are both in
need of catechists and aides for the 2017-2018 RE
year. For more information on how you can serve,
please contact the appropriate site leader below:
St. Ferdinand:
Susan Moore, Director of RE
susan@stferdinandblanco.org
Good Shepherd:
Margie Vasquez, RE Coordinator
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

The life of a teacher, as I know from
personal experience, is very challenging and demanding, but it is also
profoundly satisfying
-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the
St. Ferdinand Chapel
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the
St. Ferdinand RE Building.

Please submit your community and
parish volunteer opportunities to
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm (Good Shepherd
RE Building)

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

Faith Formation & Religious Education
Religious Education
St. Ferdinand

RE registration for the 2017 - 2018 RE year will begin soon. Please contact Susan in the RE office if
you’re interested in volunteering or if you have any
additional questions about Religious Education at
St. Ferdinand.
RE Office Hours: Summer: By Appointment
RE Office: 830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org
If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the
world will teach them not to.
Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cristo,
el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.

Religious Education
Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org
Faith Formation Schedule
Pre-K - 8th Grade
Wednesday Evening 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Youth Ministry
RICH Youth Ministry

High School Religious Education

Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
CHOSEN

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

Wednesday Evening 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org to register or for any questions concerning High School age
Religious Education classes and activities.
YOUTH CHOIR
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are in need of
youth and young adults to help lead worship at one
Mass per month. No prior liturgical music experience
is necessary.
Youth Choir rehearsals have been moved to
10 a.m. before Mass on the third Sunday of
each month. Song selections are available at
stferdinandblanco.org/youthchoir

“The parish community must
continue to be the prime mover and
pre-eminent place for catechesis.”
-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

CHOSEN

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

Sunday Morning 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

CONFIRMATION Summer 2017

Women’s Bible Study
Currently we are meeting at 1:00on Thursdays for a
video and discussion. No homework for the summer.
All are welcome. Beginning in September we will begin a new study. “The Spirituality of the Gospels”

8/11-8/13 - Retreat! Please pray for all of our candidates on retreat this weekend.

Are you seeking a deeper understanding of the spiritual vision of the Scriptures? We will explore four
early witnesses to the person and vision of Jesus,
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Scripture communicates God’s word through human word. (Patrick J.
Hartin) Books will be ordered and there will be homework and discussion to follow the video series. Come
and join us. Contact Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301.

9/17 - Rehearsal & Review - Mandatory! All
paperwork and service hours due. GS, 12:30 p.m.
9/24 - Confirmation Mass - 3 p.m., St. Ferdinand, Blanco
Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org for
any questions regarding Confirmation prep.

Faith Formation & Religious Education, Cont’d
Faith Formation Schedule

Viene muy pronto!

Sunday, September 10 - Registration for Reli- El ano de formación en la fe esta por empezar. Ingious Education will be available after Mass in the scripciones para los Programas de Formación de Fe
en 2017-2018 para los grados de la escuela primaria
RE Building
y los de middle school serán después de las misas
Sunday, September 17 - Catechetical Sunday, del domingo, 10 de septiembre. Clases para niños
comenzaran con un día de juegos y muchas sonriReligious Education classes begin
sas el domingo, 17 de septiembre. Lee esta sección
You will show me the path to life, abounding joy del boletín para más información en las próximas
in your presence, the delights at your right hand semanas.
forever. Psalm 16:11 (NAB)
El propósito de clases del catequismo es para preMe mostraras la senda de la vida, la abundancia sentar la vida y las enseñanzas del Señor Jesucrisde goces que en ti moran, las delicias eternas a tu to; para poder crecer en al amor a Nuestro Señor,
llegar a ser mas consciente de las bendiciones de la
diestra. Salmos 15:11
fe Católica, y a vivir esas enseñanzas cada día de
nuestras vidas.
It’s Almost Time!!!
Our new year is about to begin! Registration for St
Ferdinand’s 2017-2018 Faith Formation program
for elementary and middle school grades will be
available after Masses on Sunday, September 1oth.
Children’s Catechism classes will begin with a day
of games and lots of smiles on Sunday, September
17th . Watch this section of the bulletin for more
information as the date approaches.

Para Inspirar Nuestros Niños y Jóvenes
Los Programas de Formación de Fe están buscando
voluntarios para el próximo año que estén dispuestos a compartir su fe y su tiempo como ayudantes o
en ayudar en unos segmentos de juegos de 15 minutos cada semana. No se necesita experiencia. Para
mas información, por favor llame a Susan en 8330444 o por email en susan@stferdinandblanco.org.

The purpose of catechism classes is to present the
life and teachings of Jesus Christ; to enable the
learner to grow in the love of Our Lord, to become If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the
more aware of the blessings of our Catholic Faith, world will teach them not to.
and to live these teachings each day of our lives.
Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cristo,
el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.
To Inspire Our Children and Youth
Our Faith Formation Program is looking for volunteers for next year who are willing to share their faith
and their time as classroom assistants for Primary
and Middle School grades, and/or in helping to lead
short 15 minute segments of games each week. No
experience necessary. Please contact Susan at 8330444 or via email at susan@stferdinandblanco.org
for more information.

“Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers,
and if he does listen to teachers, it
is because they are witnesses.”
-POPE PAUL VI

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

Special Events and Announcements
Faith Formation Committee Meeting
The next St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd Faith Formation Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, 8/24 at 6:30
p.m. in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. All faith formation volunteers and catechists are encouraged to submit discussion items to james@stferdinandblanco.org for this month’s meeting. Current topics will include curriculum, middle
school programming, and special events.

Friday, August 18
w/ Leader TBD
Adoration: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Afterparty: 8:45 - 11:30 p.m.

Prayer & Faith Resources
2nd Annual Diocesan Women’s Conference
The Office of Evangelization, Catechesis & Family Life is pleased to announce that registration
for the 2017 second annual Diocesan Women’s Conference “Healing the Body of Christ” to be
held on Sept. 23 at Santa Cruz Parish in Buda is now open. The day includes Mass with Bishop Daniel Garcia, surprise guest testimonials, confession, Eucharistic adoration, intercessory
prayer teams, great women’s fellowship and Catholic books and gifts for purchase. To register,
visit: http://www.austindiocese.org/womens-conference
Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey
Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to ill-

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

ness, poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to
pray for Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention
and your own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the
prayer found below. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you
for your prayers.
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey

Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007 © F.S.G. 3/07

O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want me
to be, and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts You gave
to Father Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of Venerable Solanus so that others may imitate and carry on his love for all the poor and suffering
of our world.
As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your Will,
to hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+Blessed be God in all His designs.
For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality,
and his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

Prayer & Faith Resources, Cont’d.
Pray for our Confirmation Candidates!
Please pray for our Confirmation candidates and
families as they prepare to receive the sacrament
while on retreat this weekend:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.
Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit chelp us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gospel Meditation: The 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Like the disciples in today’s Gospel, we
face adversity and challenges that cause fear and
anxiety. Jesus reveals himself as Lord of creation.
Like Peter, we are enthusiastic but easily distracted away from the Lord, causing us to sink into the
turmoil and struggles of life. “Lord, save me!” is
our simple and constant prayer. Where are we
struggling? What are our concerns? The Lord is
beside us offering his strength as we remain focused on him.

Como los discípulos del Evangelio de hoy,
enfrentamos adversidades y retos que nos causan
miedo y ansiedad. Jesús se revela a sí mismo como
Señor de la creación. Como Pedro, somos entusiastas pero nos distraemos fácilmente de lo relativo al
Señor, lo que nos causa hundirnos en la confusión y
las batallas de la vida. “Señor, ¡Sálvamen!” es nuestra oración constante y simple ¿Con qué estamos
batallando? ¿Cuáles son nuestras preocupaciones?
El Señor está a nuestro lado ofreciéndonos su fuerza
mientras permanezcamos enfocados en Él.

Mass Preparation: August 20, 2017, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1,6-7
The Lord reveals his salvation to all.
Responsorial Psalm:Psalm 67:2-3,5-6,8
All the nations will praise God.
Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15,29-32
God’s favor to Israel is irrevocable.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus heals the daughter of the Canaanite woman because of her great
faith.

Prayer & Faith Resources, Cont’d.
Pray with Pope Francis

Please consider Pope Francis’ prayer intention for the month of August:

That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of creation,
we pray…
Que los artistas de nuestro tiempo, a través de su ingenio, puedan ayudar a todos a descubrir la belleza
de la creación, oramos...
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center
Annulment: Pathway to Healing will be held on Saturday, August 26, 2017 from from 8:30 am
to 4:00 pm at the Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center In Belton, TX. The purpose of this seminar is to help
participants begin a journey in awareness of the healing process of nullity (annulment) through a straightto-the-heart response to persons considering or already seeking a declaration of nullity. The seminar is a
time for reflecting on the demise of one’s marriage by taking a journey from pain and loneliness to acceptance and healing. For more information, contact Deborah Patin at (512) 949-2478. To register, visit www.
austindiocese.org/tribunal2017

Please support
our wonderful
sponsors! Their
generosity
makes this
bulletin
possible!

advertise
with us.
(830) 833-5227
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX
78620
(512) 858-5400
Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!
wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

Coffee House & Bakery

In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri
Sat
Sun

7am - 5pm
8am - 5pm
8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

Johnson City

405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.
(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade
(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall
for Private Events
318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &
prayer as we work in support of our church family!

Blanco

111 Blanco Rd.
(830) 833-4251

