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“GREAT IS YOUR FAITH!
LET IT BE DONE FOR YOU
AS YOU WISH.”
MATTHEW 15:28
IN THIS ISSUE: FREEDOM TO BE OUR TRUE SELF | ST. ROSE OF LIMA

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and
His knight will not serve Him in any other way.”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Office Hours

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are
glad that you are here. If you have any questions
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please
contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing
of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest
at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can
be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Masses:
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m. (Español)
Sunday Morning Masses:
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Office Contact Information
Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606
Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978
General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org
Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Staff Emails
Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
fr.wade@stferdinandblanco.org

All weekday Masses have been suspended at
this time. Communion services will be held
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank
you for your understanding.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel 				
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. (Blanco)

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Websites:

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

For a complete list of ministries, contacts,
and other resources, please visit our websites:

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour					
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Family Connection: The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Even when spurned by Jesus, the faith of the Canaanite woman makes her bold enough to argue and ask
again for what she needs. Her persistence and great confidence that Jesus could heal her daughter reminds us of
the confidence with which our children bring to us their
own needs. In their faith and trust we can find modern
examples of how we might approach God in prayer.
As a family recall some times when a request for
something was presented by one family member to another with confidence and persistence. If the request was
denied, talk about why that was so. If the request was

eventually granted, talk about what led to the change of
heart. Then read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 15:2128. Was anyone surprised by Jesus’ response to the Canaanite woman? Why or why not? What makes Jesus
change his mind and heal the woman’s daughter? When
we pray, God wants us to be as confident in his mercy. Invite family members to identify the things that they most
need from God. Pray these prayers of petition together as
a family, confident that God will hear and answer your
prayers.

Freedom to be Our True Self
Our deepest freedom rests not in our freedom
to do what we want to do but rather in our freedom to
become who God wills us to be. This person, this ultimate self God wills us to be, is not a predetermined,
static mold to which we must conform. Rather, it is an
infinite possibility of growth. It is our true self; that is,
a secret self hidden in and one with the divine freedom. In obeying God, in turning to do God’s will, God
wills us to be free. God created us for freedom; that is
to say, God created us for God’s self.
Phrased differently, we can say that God cannot hear the prayer of someone who does not exist.
The self built of ideologies and social principles, the
self that defines itself and proclaims its own worthiness is most unworthy of the claim to reality before
God. Our freedom from the prison of our own illusions comes in realizing that in the end everything is a
gift. Above all, we ourselves are gifts that we must first

by

James Finley

accept before we can become who we are by returning
who we are to the Father. This is accomplished in a
daily death to self, in a compassionate reaching out to
those in need, and in a detached desire for the silent,
ineffable surrender of contemplative prayer. It is accomplished in making Jesus’ prayer our own: “Father,
. . . not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42).
We must break free from the lie that we are
separate from God and the misguided desire to lay
hold of God as a possession. This letting-go in the
moral order is the living out of the Beatitudes. In the
order of prayer, it is in-depth kenosis, an emptying
out of the contents of awareness so that one becomes
oneself an empty vessel, a broken vessel, a void that
lies open before God and finds itself filled with God’s
own life. This gift of God is revealed to be the ground
and root of our very existence. It is our own true self.

Saint of the Week: Rose of Lima
The first canonized saint of the New
World has one characteristic of all saints—
the suffering of opposition—and another
characteristic which is more for admiration than for imitation—excessive practice
of mortification.
The saints have so great a love of
God that what seems bizarre to us, and
is indeed sometimes imprudent, is simply a logical carrying out of a conviction
that anything that might endanger a loving relationship with God must be rooted
out. So, because her beauty was so often
admired, Rose used to rub her face with
pepper to produce disfiguring blotches.
Later, she wore a thick circlet of silver on
her head, studded on the inside, like a

crown of thorns.
During the last few years of her life, Rose
set up a room in the house where she cared
for homeless children, the elderly, and the
sick. This was a beginning of social services
in Peru. Though secluded in life and activity, she was brought to the attention of Inquisition interrogators, who could only say
that she was influenced by grace.
What might have been a merely
eccentric life was transfigured from the
inside. If we remember some unusual
penances, we should also remember the
greatest thing about Rose: a love of God
so ardent that it withstood ridicule from
without, violent temptation, and lengthy
periods of sickness.

Parish Ministries & Information
Masses & Intentions

Collections Statement

Week of August 19 - August 26, 2017

Week of August 13, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!

All weekday Masses have been suspended at
this time. Communion services will be held
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank
you for your understanding.

Saturday, August 19th (StF)

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 19th (StF)

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 20th (GS)

9:00 a.m.

St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection

$3,363.78

Good Shepherd:
Regular Collection
Building Fund

$991.00
$311.20

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce
Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.
- Proverbs 3:10

Repose of the Soul of Carolyn Gieringer offered by Rhonda
Klepac-Uecker
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

Repose of the Soul of Charles Pflueger, Jr. offered by Victor
& Marge Tellez

Prayer List

Sunday, August 20th (StF)

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental
and physical needs.

11:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin offered by his family

Wednesday, August 23rd (StF)

6:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 23rd (GS)

6:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 26th (StF)

5:00 p.m.

Communion Service
Communion Service

Repose of the Soul of Michelle Keck offered by her family

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey,
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods,
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma, Lucille
Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, Polo
Zamora, Claire Cantini, Liz Marchand, and
Roselle Wagner Fischler
If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer intentions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstances warrant further publication.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Please see Fr. Wade or other celebrant before or after
mass for any birthday, anniversary, or special blessings for you or your family. Fr. Wade is always happy
to extend a blessing on your special occasion.

Vocations Chalice
Good Shepherd is happy to continue its tradition of
a prayer chalice for vocations. It is given to the receiving family after Mass in a private ceremony with
Fr. Wade. If your family feels called to pray with the
Chalice, please contact Warren Davis before or after
Mass or by contacting him directly at 713-569-9491.

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish Ministries & Information, Cont’d
Parish Organizations &
Meeting Times
St. Anne’s Altar Society
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in
the parish hall following 8:00 mass. Light brunch
served before the meeting starts.
Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month after 9:00 a.m. mass.
Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in
the St. Ferdinand parish hall
Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the
St. Ferdinand parish hall (No meetings June - August).
St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. Call 830-8334939 for more information.
Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Upcoming Volunteer
Opportunities
RE Teachers and Aides Needed
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are both in
need of catechists and aides for the 2017-2018 RE
year. For more information on how you can serve,
please contact the appropriate site leader below:
St. Ferdinand:
Susan Moore, Director of RE
susan@stferdinandblanco.org
Good Shepherd:
Margie Vasquez, RE Coordinator
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

The life of a teacher, as I know from
personal experience, is very challenging and demanding, but it is also
profoundly satisfying
-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the
St. Ferdinand Chapel
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the
St. Ferdinand RE Building.
Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm (Good Shepherd
RE Building)

A big THANK YOU to all of the parents and volunteers who worked to
make the 2017 Confirmation Retreat
such a special event! Check out next
week’s bulletin to see pictures and a
recap of the weekend’s activities!

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

Faith Formation & Religious Education
Religious Education
St. Ferdinand

RE registration for the 2017 - 2018 RE year will begin soon. Please contact Susan in the RE office if
you’re interested in volunteering or if you have any
additional questions about Religious Education at
St. Ferdinand.
RE Office Hours: Summer: By Appointment
RE Office: 830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org
If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the
world will teach them not to.
Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cristo,
el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.

“The parish community must
continue to be the prime mover and
pre-eminent place for catechesis.”

Youth Ministry
RICH Youth Ministry

High School Religious Education

Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
CHOSEN

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

Sign-ups for Confirmation 2018 will begin
November 2017

Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org to register or for any questions concerning High School age
Religious Education classes and activities.
YOUTH CHOIR
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are in need of
youth and young adults to help lead worship at one
Mass per month. No prior liturgical music experience
is necessary.
Youth Choir rehearsals have been moved to
10 a.m. before Mass on the third Sunday of
each month. Song selections are available at
stferdinandblanco.org/youthchoir

-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

Religious Education
Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org
Faith Formation Schedule
Pre-K - 8th Grade
Wednesday Evening 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

If you have never come to one of our bible studies perhaps now is the time. All are welcome. Fr. Hartin’s plan
is to have us each look at the gospels and decide who Jesus is and what changes does this encounter with Jesus
invite in each of us. He then gives us examples of people
who have been invited by Jesus and have been transformed. The purpose of ‘The Spirituality of the Gospels”, is to open ourselves up to the “spiritual dimension
of the gospels and to help us be transformed in Christ
by the message and the vision of these men and women.

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

The book and study guide are a set and cost $16.00.
Book scholarships are available. The class will be supplemented with a DVD presentation on each of the 7
lessons.

Women’s Bible Study - NEW!!!

Come let us learn and share together. Let us for each
woman who is being nudged by the Holy Spirit…the answer is, “yes Lord yes”!

CHOSEN

Sign-ups for Confirmation 2018 will begin
November 2017

Thursdays at 1:00 in the RE building at Good Shepherd.

Patrick J. Hartin and his book, “Exploring the Spiritu- To order a book call Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301 or
email kgebhardt52@gmail.com.
ality of the Gospels” are on tap for September 14, 2017

Faith Formation & Religious Education, Cont’d
Faith Formation Schedule

Viene muy pronto!

Sunday, September 10 - Registration for Reli- El ano de formación en la fe esta por empezar. Ingious Education will be available after Mass in the scripciones para los Programas de Formación de Fe
en 2017-2018 para los grados de la escuela primaria
RE Building
y los de middle school serán después de las misas
Sunday, September 17 - Catechetical Sunday, del domingo, 10 de septiembre. Clases para niños
comenzaran con un día de juegos y muchas sonriReligious Education classes begin
sas el domingo, 17 de septiembre. Lee esta sección
You will show me the path to life, abounding joy del boletín para más información en las próximas
in your presence, the delights at your right hand semanas.
forever. Psalm 16:11 (NAB)
El propósito de clases del catequismo es para preMe mostraras la senda de la vida, la abundancia sentar la vida y las enseñanzas del Señor Jesucrisde goces que en ti moran, las delicias eternas a tu to; para poder crecer en al amor a Nuestro Señor,
llegar a ser mas consciente de las bendiciones de la
diestra. Salmos 15:11
fe Católica, y a vivir esas enseñanzas cada día de
nuestras vidas.
It’s Almost Time!!!
Our new year is about to begin! Registration for St
Ferdinand’s 2017-2018 Faith Formation program
for elementary and middle school grades will be
available after Masses on Sunday, September 1oth.
Children’s Catechism classes will begin with a day
of games and lots of smiles on Sunday, September
17th . Watch this section of the bulletin for more
information as the date approaches.

Para Inspirar Nuestros Niños y Jóvenes
Los Programas de Formación de Fe están buscando
voluntarios para el próximo año que estén dispuestos a compartir su fe y su tiempo como ayudantes o
en ayudar en unos segmentos de juegos de 15 minutos cada semana. No se necesita experiencia. Para
mas información, por favor llame a Susan en 8330444 o por email en susan@stferdinandblanco.org.

The purpose of catechism classes is to present the
life and teachings of Jesus Christ; to enable the
learner to grow in the love of Our Lord, to become If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the
more aware of the blessings of our Catholic Faith, world will teach them not to.
and to live these teachings each day of our lives.
Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cristo,
el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.
To Inspire Our Children and Youth
Our Faith Formation Program is looking for volunteers for next year who are willing to share their faith
and their time as classroom assistants for Primary
and Middle School grades, and/or in helping to lead
short 15 minute segments of games each week. No
experience necessary. Please contact Susan at 8330444 or via email at susan@stferdinandblanco.org
for more information.

CONFIRMATION 2017
9/17 - Rehearsal & Review - Mandatory!
All paperwork and service hours due. StF, 12:30 p.m.
9/24 - Confirmation Mass - 3 p.m.,
St. Ferdinand, Blanco
Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org for
any questions regarding Confirmation prep.

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

Special Events and Announcements
Prayers & Patience for Fr. Wade

and nurses continue to remark about his inspiring
trust in God. Emotionally, he gets understandably
frustrated and tired due to the limitations placed on
Over the last couple of weeks, so many of you him by his treatment. He wants to be here in Blanco
have expressed your concern for Fr. Wade’s condi- doing the work of God among the people here. For
tion. It’s been a beautiful privilege to witness the Fr. Wade, not being home is the most difficult part
love, respect, and admiration with which our pa- of his illness. Physically, his treatments leave him
rishioners regard our Pastor.
exhausted, but he is currently getting rest and healUnfortunately, updates, for myriad reasons, have ing time at his parent’s home in Wimberly, where
been slow in arrival. Fr. Wade’s treatment is a lagging his family is taking care of him.
process despite it’s agressive nature. We find ourselves
Here in Blanco & Johnson City, all we can
waiting on doctors to let us know what’s next when often do is pray. One of Fr. Wade’s heroes, St. Padre Pio
there’s no new information to tell. Additionally, any new reminds us to “Pray, hope and don’t worry!” It is
reports are first and foremost the private information of with this patient attitude that we can best support
Fr. Wade and his family. It’s important that we do every- Fr. Wade and our parish. We must remain vigilant
thing in our power to respect that boundary.
in prayer (Col. 4:2-4) and patiently wait on the Lord
Despite the issues mentioned above, it is im- (Ps. 41:1).
portant that our parishes and communities are well
Please continue to pray for Fr. Wade’s recovinformed of Fr. Wade’s condition. For now, here’s ery, and for the prosperity of our parishes.
what we know. Fr. Wade is recovering from his latest seizure. The timetable for his full recovery and
“If the good Lord wishes to prolong the hour
the effect that this episode will have on his treatof trial, do not complain and look for the reament is not fully known right now. He has restarted
son; but remember always, that the children
chemo and radiation and is back on track with his
of Israel had to remain forty years in the descancer treatment schedule.
ert before reaching the Promised Land.”
Spiritually, Fr. Wade has never wavered in
-St. Padre Pio
the faith that God is looking after him. His doctors
by James Longoria

Friday, September 15
w/ St. Ferdinand
Youth Choir
Adoration: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Afterparty: 8:45 - 11:30 p.m.
2nd Annual Diocesan Women’s Conference
The Office of Evangelization, Catechesis & Family Life is pleased to announce that registration
for the 2017 second annual Diocesan Women’s Conference “Healing the Body of Christ” to be
held on Sept. 23 at Santa Cruz Parish in Buda is now open. The day includes Mass with Bishop Daniel Garcia, surprise guest testimonials, confession, Eucharistic adoration, intercessory
prayer teams, great women’s fellowship and Catholic books and gifts for purchase. To register,
visit: http://www.austindiocese.org/womens-conference

Prayer & Faith Resources

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey
Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to illness, poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to
pray for Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention and your own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the
prayer found below. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you
for your prayers.
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey

Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007 © F.S.G. 3/07

O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want
me to be, and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts
You gave to Father Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of
Venerable Solanus so that others may imitate and carry on his love for all the
poor and suffering of our world.
As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your
Will, to hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
+Blessed be God in all His designs.
For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality, and his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

Gospel Meditation: The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Who is a Christian? Who belongs in the
Church and who does not? God reveals that
all are called and with faith in God all are welcomed. Jesus also teaches us about faith. He
does not grant the woman’s initial requests.
Her response shows her persistent faith. God
desires all people to have great faith and relationship with Him. How persistent are we in
strengthening our relationship with God?

¿Quién es un Cristiano? ¿Quién pertenece a la iglesia y quién no? Dios revela que
todos son llamados y con fe en Dios, todos son
bienvenidos. Jesús no concede a la mujer sus
peticiones iniciales. Su respuesta muestra su fe
persistente. Dios desea que toda la gente tenga
una fe grande y una relación con Él ¿Qué tan
persistentes somos en fortalecer nuestra relación con Dios?

Mass Preparation: August 27, 2017, Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23
God will remove Shebna from his office as master of the palace.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 138:1-3,6,88
God’s kindness is forever.
Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36
Paul sings praise to God.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20
Simon Peter acknowledges Jesus as the Christ and is given the key to the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Prayer & Faith Resources, Cont’d.
Pray with Pope Francis

Please consider Pope Francis’ prayer intention for the month of August:

That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of creation,
we pray…
Que los artistas de nuestro tiempo, a través de su ingenio, puedan ayudar a todos a descubrir la belleza
de la creación, oramos...
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center
Annulment: Pathway to Healing will be held on Saturday, August 26, 2017 from from 8:30 am
to 4:00 pm at the Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center In Belton, TX. The purpose of this seminar is to help
participants begin a journey in awareness of the healing process of nullity (annulment) through a straightto-the-heart response to persons considering or already seeking a declaration of nullity. The seminar is a
time for reflecting on the demise of one’s marriage by taking a journey from pain and loneliness to acceptance and healing. For more information, contact Deborah Patin at (512) 949-2478. To register, visit www.
austindiocese.org/tribunal2017

Please support
our wonderful
sponsors! Their
generosity
makes this
bulletin
possible!

advertise
with us.
(830) 833-5227
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX
78620
(512) 858-5400
Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!
wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

Coffee House & Bakery

In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri
Sat
Sun

7am - 5pm
8am - 5pm
8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

Johnson City

405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.
(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade
(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall
for Private Events
318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &
prayer as we work in support of our church family!

Blanco

111 Blanco Rd.
(830) 833-4251

