SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD
PARISH BULLETIN | FEBRUARY

4, 2018 | THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

“CHRIST TOOK AWAY OUR INFIRMITIES
AND BORE OUR DISEASES.”
MATTHEW 8:17
IN THIS ISSUE: EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR YOU | ST. JOSEPHINE BAKHITA | CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and
His knight will not serve Him in any other way.”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Office Hours

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are
glad that you are here. If you have any questions
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please
contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing
of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest
at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can
be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Masses:
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m. (Español)
Sunday Morning Masses:
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.
Weekday Masses:
Thursday, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 8:00 a.m.
Thursday, Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 6:00 p.m.

Office Contact Information
Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606
Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978
General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org
Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Staff Emails
Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
Please contact the parish office if you wish to contact
Fr. Wade at this time.
Deacon Jessie Esquivel 				
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

First Friday of Each Month, St. Ferdinand (Blanco):
8:00 a.m.

Deacon Tony Barbour					
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Ferdinand (Blanco)
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd (Johnson City)

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Websites:
For a complete list of ministries, contacts,
and other resources, please visit our websites:
www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org
Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org
Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Sunday Connection: Everyone is Looking for You
“Everyone is looking for you.” Peter speaks these
words to Jesus when he finds him in that deserted place.
What was everyone looking for? What message was Peter
intending to convey? “Everyone is looking for you.” Peter wants Jesus to know that many more have a need for
healing themselves or harbor a desire to see healing come
to someone that they know, someone they love. “Everyone is looking for you” means that when Peter finds Jesus, his intent is to bring others to witness his healing,
delight in his preaching, and listen in awe to his authoritative teaching of God’s Word.
That is how the message of the Gospel spreads, by
word of mouth. Someone finds Jesus and tells another
about the discovery. That person is invited to come and
see for themselves. There is an authenticity in the invitation. We have seen and we believe and so we are compelled to tell others about the experience.
Have you ever had an experience of Jesus that was
so profound that you had to share it with others? An experience of Jesus so powerful that you had to find someone and bring them to see for themselves that what you
experienced is true? If you haven’t, pray that you will.

ORATIO
Lord, like the mother-in-law of Peter, heal me and
restore in me a desire to serve. My sin can be an illness
that, like a fever, limits my ability and taps my strength.
I pray that, healed, I will be freed from my bondage and
rise to be your witness in the world.
CONTEMPLATIO
We need to consider our call to action this week.
We could take our cue from the response of Peter’s mother-in-law. She lay ill in her bed with a high fever. She met
Jesus and was healed. She rose quickly and began to serve
others in the household. Or our response might be like
that of the people in Capernaum who waited until sunset
(the first available opportunity) and then brought their
loved ones to Jesus for healing. Who do you know who
needs to be prayed for that you can bring to the Lord?
Ours might also be the response of Peter in the morning.
He needed to find Jesus. Have we ever been that excited
to find Jesus with the dawn of a new day? Where do you
look for Jesus? In what “deserted” place have you found
him before? Do any of these examples stir you to action?
How will you respond to the Gospel this week?

Este Domingo: Todos Te Están Buscando
MEDITACIÓN
«Todos te están buscando». Pedro le dice estas
palabras a Jesús cuando lo encuentra en ese lugar solitario. ¿Qué están buscando todos? ¿Cuál fue el mensaje
que Pedro quería comunicar? «Todos te están buscando». Pedro quiere que Jesús sepa que hay muchos más
que necesitan curación o tienen un fuerte deseo que Jesús
sane a un conocido, a un ser querido. «Todos te están buscando» significa que cuando Pedro encuentre a Jesús, su
intención es traer a otras personas a presenciar su curación, deleitarse en su predicación y escuchar con asombro
la enseñanza con autoridad de la Palabra de Dios.
Así se esparce el mensaje del Evangelio, de boca
en boca. Alguien encuentra a Jesús y le cuenta a otro sobre su descubrimiento. Esa persona es invitada a venir y
ver por sí misma. Hay una autenticidad en la invitación.
Hemos visto y creemos y entonces somos compelidos a
contarles a otros la experiencia.
¿Alguna vez has tenido una experiencia con
Jesús tan profunda que tuviste que compartirla con los
demás? ¿Una experiencia con Jesús tan poderosa que
tuviste que buscar a alguien y llevarlo a ver por sí mismo
que lo que habías experimentado era verdad? Si no, ora
para que la tengas.

ORACIÓN
Señor, sáname, como a la suegra de Pedro, y
restaura en mí un deseo para servir. Mi pecado puede ser
una enfermedad que, como la fiebre, limita mi habilidad
y toca mi fuerza. Oro para que, sanado, me libere de mi
esclavitud y me levante para ser tu testigo en el mundo.
CONTEMPLACIÓN
Necesitamos considerar nuestro llamado a la acción esta semana. Podríamos seguir el ejemplo de la suegra de Pedro. Ella yacía enferma en su cama con una fiebre alta. Se encontró con Jesús y fue sanada. Se levantó
de pronto y comenzó a servir a los demás de la casa. O
nuestra respuesta podría ser como la de las personas
de Cafarnaúm que esperaron hasta la puesta del sol (la
primera oportunidad disponible) y luego llevaron a sus
seres queridos a Jesús para que sanaran. ¿A quién conoces que necesita recibir un toque del Señor por medio
de la oración? Nuestra respuesta puede ser también la de
Pedro en la mañana. Tenía que encontrar a Jesús. ¿Alguna vez hemos estado tan entusiasmados de encontrar
a Jesús en el amanecer de un nuevo día? ¿Dónde buscas
a Jesús? ¿En qué lugar «solitario» lo has encontrado antes? Alguno de estos ejemplos, ¿te impulsa a la acción?
¿Cómo vas a responder al Evangelio esta semana?

Parish Ministries & Information
Masses & Intentions

Collections Statement

Week of February 3, 2018 - February 10, 2018

Week of January 21, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!

Saturday, February 3rd (StF)

St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection
Black Bag

$3,998.00
$516.92

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection

$1,318.51

5:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Terry Lee Thoburn offered by
Jenny Donovan

Saturday, February 3rd (StF)

7:00 p.m.

(Español) Parishioners of St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd

Sunday, February 4th (GS)

9:00 a.m.

Sunday, February 4th (StF)

11:00 a.m.

Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Repose of the Soul of Fr. Oliver
Weerakkody
Repose of the Soul of Fr. Leonard Leddy

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce
Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.
- Proverbs 3:10

Thursday, February 8th (StF)

8:00 a.m.

Thursday, February 8th (GS)

6:00 p.m.

Prayer List

5:00 p.m.

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental
and physical needs.

Repose of the Soul of George Reininger offered by his family
Parishioners of Good Shepherd & St. Ferdinand

Saturday, February 10th (StF)
Birthday blessings for Helen Heffner

Saturday, February 10th (StF)

7:00 p.m.

(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St.
Ferdinand Parish Office during regular business hours
or call (830) 833-5227.

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey,
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods,
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma, Lucille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben
Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane,
Polo Zamora, Liz Marchand, and Roselle
Wagner Fischler
If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer intentions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstances warrant further publication.

Good Shepherd Vocations Chalice
February 4 Second Collections
StF - Building Fund
GS - Black Bag

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice,
please contact Warren Davis before or after Mass or
by calling him directly at 713-569-9491.

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.
-PSALM 100:3

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish Ministries & Information, Cont’d
Parish Organizations &
Meeting Times

Disaster Relief Clothing Drive

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the
parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meeting times to be announced.

Knights of Columbus

Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St.
Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas

Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St.
Ferdinand parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:

St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd will both
be participating in this year’s Disaster Relief
Clothing Drive along with the First United
Methodist Church in Johnson City. New and
gently used clothing items are needed to stock
local and regional resources for distribution in
the event of a natural disaster or other emergency.
Please consider donating between Ash
Wednesday, February 14, and Palm Sunday,
March 25. Any donations would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support!

Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p. m. in the
St. Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m. Call 830-833-4939
for more information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:

Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the St.
Ferdinand Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the
Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study:

St.

Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shepherd
RE Building. Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or
kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Prayers for Fr. Wade
Please continue to pray for the healing of Fr. Wade
Russell. We are encouraged by the progress Fr.
Wade has made since his stay in the hospital ended a couple of weeks ago. His family asks that we
continue to support his recovery by praying the
Divine Mercy Chaplet and asking for the intercession of St. Peregrine along with your Patron Saint.
Many have asked if Fr. Wade can have visitors at
this time. Under the advice of his doctors, visits
will be kept to a minimum until further notice. We
are hopeful that Fr. Wade will be able to receive
more visitors shortly.

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

Faith Formation & Religious Education
Religious Education
St. Ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org
RE Office Hours: Sun. 9:00-10:50, Wed. 10:00-6:00
PreK-8th grade: Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that catechists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.
February 11th 9:30-10:40 First Communion Parent/Student meeting (Reconciliation)
February 25th Called to Protect for Children (PreK-5th)
during regular classtimes
March 4th 1:00-3:00 First Communion Parent/Student
meeting (The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass)
March 11th Spring Break begins No class
March 18th Classes resume
April 1st Easter Sunday No class
May 6th First Holy Communion
May 13th Mother’s Day No Class
May 20th Last Day of Class
Welcome New Families!!
If your family is new to the parish, or you just haven’t been sure
when or how to enroll in faith formation classes, please know you
are most welcome to stop by any Sunday morning 9:30-10:40
to see our Religious Education program for PreK-8th grade, in
the Religious Education Building directly across the parking lot
from the church. Registration is available year round.

Called to Protect for Children is a sexual abuse education and
prevention program that gives our youngest children practical tools,
using simple activities, to help them understand a fundamental
teaching of our faith: that every human being is created in the image
and likeness of God and that this sacredness should be treated with
respect. CTPC is developmentally appropriate and sequential for
each age group K-5th. The program instructors are the teachers/
catechists the students already know. Information about Called to
Protect for Children may be found at the Diocese of Austin website
or at the RE office. Parishes in the Diocese of Austin are required to
present Called to Protect for Children annually for our K-5th students. This program will be presented in regularly scheduled classes on February 25th. Please be sure your child is in attendance for this important class. For more information contact
Susan Moore, DRE at 833-0444 or Emily C Hurlimann, LCSW,
Coordinator, Office of Ethics and Integrity in Ministry, Diocese of
Austin, at 512-949-2447. Preview materials are available to parents
at anytime. If you prefer your child not attend the class, please stop
by the RE Office to sign a waiver.
Called to Protect for Children PreK Parent Video
Parents of PreK students are invited to view a 10 minute video
from the Called to Protect for Children sexual abuse education and
prevention curriculum designed specifically for parents of young
children. The video is available in English or Spanish and will be
available for viewing on Sunday, February 25th during regular
classtime. Parents may view the video during regular class times
on most Sunday mornings, during RE office hours on Wednesdays
(10-6), or by appointment. Please call Susan at 833-0444 to arrange for a time to see the video.

Youth Ministry
RICH Youth Ministry 2017-2018

SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH

High School Religious Education

Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must signup for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register.
For all Youth Ministry inquiries contact James at
james@stferdinandblanco.org or (979) 492-4644

NO RICH TONIGHT!

Please pray for our teens and core team at DCYC this
weekend! We’re praying for you!
RICH RETURNS AT GOOD SHEPHERD!
RICH will return on 2/11 at Good Shepherd in Johnson City at 6pm. All high school teens are encouraged
to join us!

Faith Formation & Religious Education, Cont’d
Religious Education
Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org
Faith Formation Schedule:
Pre-K - 8th Grade
Sunday (After Mass) 10:15 - 11:30 a.m.
Sacrament Class (First Holy Communion)
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must signup for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/
richyouth to register.
Women’s Bible Study
When: Thursday February 8, 1:00 PM
Where: Good Shepherd RE Building

We will begin our 2018 studies with “Women in the Old
Testament” Little Rock Scripture Study
God’s saving deeds often came through the mind and
will of amazing women using limited resources. Irene
Nowell, OSB
Let’s find out how!
The Study is a 10 week study that includes a book and a
workbook for $16.00 If you are interested in the study
and need a scholarship we have them available!
Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@gmail.com if you have questions or are ready
to order your study materials.
Contemplative Prayer Group
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM is set aside
for a time to rest in God’s presence. We will resume
our contemplative prayer as a group beginning November 14. Come give God 30 minutes just for Him.
Come Behold the one Beholding you. The group will
meet in the Church at Good Shepherd!

Saint of the Week: Josephine Bakhita (February 8)
For many years, Josephine Bakhita was a
slave but her spirit was always free and eventually
that spirit prevailed.
Born in Olgossa in the Darfur
region of southern Sudan, Josephine
was kidnapped at the age of 7, sold
into slavery and given the name Bakhita, which means fortunate. She was
resold several times, finally in 1883
to Callisto Legnani, Italian consul in
Khartoum, Sudan.
Two years later, he took Josephine to Italy and gave her to his
friend Augusto Michieli. Bakhita became babysitter to Mimmina Michieli, whom she accompanied to Venice’s
Institute of the Catechumens, run by
the Canossian Sisters. While Mimmina was being instructed, Josephine
felt drawn to the Catholic Church. She was baptized
and confirmed in 1890, taking the name Josephine.
When the Michielis returned from Africa and wanted to take Mimmina and Josephine back with them,

the future saint refused to go. During the ensuing
court case, the Canossian Sisters and the patriarch
of Venice intervened on Josephine’s
behalf. The judge concluded that since
slavery was illegal in Italy, she had actually been free since 1885.
Josephine entered the Institute of St.
Magdalene of Canossa in 1893 and
made her profession three years later.
In 1902, she was transferred to the city
of Schio (northeast of Verona), where
she assisted her religious community
through cooking, sewing, embroidery,
and welcoming visitors at the door. She
soon became well loved by the children
attending the sisters’ school and the
local citizens. She once said, “Be good,
love the Lord, pray for those who do
not know Him. What a great grace it is
to know God!”
The first steps toward her beatification began
in 1959. She was beatified in 1992 and canonized
eight years later.

Special Events and Announcements
Catholic Men’s Conference
“No Man Left Behind,” the sixth annual
Catholic men’s conference, will be held Feb.
17 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. William Parish
in Round Rock.
Speakers include Tom Peterson, founder of
VirtueMedia and CatholicComeHome.org,
and John Pridmore, an ex-London gangster
who is now Christian.
Regular tickets are $45 in advance. Father/
son tickets are available for $50. Group discounts are available for groups of 10 or more.
Register at www.centexcatholic.com.

SPONSORED BY:
Good Shepherd Men’s Club
The Good Shepherd Men’s Club will have their next meeting on Saturday, February 10 at 10:30 am in the
church social hall. After a very successful FREE breakfast Taco event last month, we are going to discuss,
among other topics, when we want to put on another FREE event for the parishioners. All men of the parish
are welcome and encouraged to attend the meeting.

Prayer & Faith Resources
Mass Preparation

February 11, 2018, Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B

Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46
The Law regarding leprosy is given to Moses and Aaron.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 32:1-2,5,11
A prayer of contrition and confession for sin.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1
Paul urges the Corinthians to imitate him as he imitates Christ.
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:40-45
Jesus cures a person with leprosy, who reports his cure to everyone.

Prayer & Faith Resources, Cont’d

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey
Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to illness,
poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to pray for
Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention and your
own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the prayer found
below. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you for your prayers.
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey

Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007 © F.S.G. 3/07

O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want
me to be, and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts You
gave to Father Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of Venerable Solanus so that others may imitate and carry on his love for all the poor and
suffering of our world.
As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your Will, to
hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+Blessed be God in all His designs.
For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality,
and his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

What’s Going On
Mardi Gras Potluck
All parishioners and community members are invited to a pot-luck in celebration of
Fat Tuesday or Mardi Gras on Tuesday, February 13 at 6 pm in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall.
Parishioners are asked to bring a dish to share
(Cajun and international foods are encouraged
but not required). The parish will provide utensils, plates, cups, beverages, and king cake for
dessert! Parishioners are encouraged to bring
beads and other decorations as well. We hope
to see you there!

RICH Fundraiser
RICH T-Shirts On Sale Now!
This semester RICH will be focusing
on getting to know the person of Jesus, The Lion of Judah!
If you’d like to support RICH activities this semester, you may do so by
purchasing one of our RICH youth
ministry t-shirts. Tees are a $10 suggested donation. To order your tee
in either blue or mauve, please email
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Please Support Our Local Sponsors

Please support
our wonderful
sponsors! Their
generosity
makes this
bulletin
possible!

advertise
with us.
(830) 833-5227
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX
78620
(512) 858-5400
Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!
wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

Coffee House & Bakery

In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri
Sat
Sun

7am - 5pm
8am - 5pm
8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

Johnson City

405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.
(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade
(AKA Fr. Wade)

oscarsegura@txwinet.com
Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work
Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb
Barbwire

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall
for Private Events
318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.
Contact the Parish Office today for Business
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial
Space availability and rates.

Lowe’s Market

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena Ace Hardware

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &
prayer as we work in support of our church family!

Blanco

111 Blanco Rd.
(830) 833-4251

It’s that time again, folks… Our KC Council is
frying fish for our Scholarship Fund
Serving at St. Ferdinand’s Parish Hall
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Friday February 23rd
Friday March 9th
Friday March 23rd
$10 / plate with all the trimmings

Thank you for all of your help in our Scholarship Fundraising efforts!
May God Bless you and your family! KC Council #14844

